
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                     APRIL 1, 2018 
  
RESURRECTION  OF  THE  LORD / EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 104 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I am aware that at some time I will cease to 
breathe and will die.  I sometimes think about this event, but I 
am not concerned about it, and do not suffer from knowing it 
is coming.  What I am concerned about is the quality of life that 
is mine while I am breathing.  I know you bring life from death, 
and the death from which I need you to bring life is not the one 
that comes with my no longer breathing, but the one that I live 
in while I am breathing—I find myself entombed in habits of 
thought, customary ways of feeling, entrenched ways of seeing 
and understanding, ingrained patterns of behaving, deep-
rooted and unexamined images of who I am and should be.  I 
think the rigidity and dullness of my heart and mind are what 
entomb me, and I ask you to roll them back so that I can see 
more clearly the many ways you offer me life in the middle of 
the death to which I have grown accustomed.   

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 16:1-8 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 105 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 121 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for April 8, 2018  
Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133; 1 John 1:1—2:2; John 20: 1-18 & 19-31. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 We are receiving the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  
There are envelops available.  Cheques should be made out to this 
church and noted for OGHS. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jenny Goldgur and Richard Egan. 
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Resurrection of the Lord -  Easter 
 

The meaning of Easter is in large part determined by a 
question we all ask. I doubt that we ask the question 
consciously, but something deep inside us does ask 
the question, and in our lives we seek to have the 
question answered. 
 
For some people the question is: “Is there life after 
death?” and for other people the question is: “Is there 
life after birth?” The questions are not mutually 
exclusive; however, I find that people tend to focus on 
one of these or the other, and that the questions 
express different orientations as to what matters. For 
some people, the primary interest is what lies beyond 
life, and for others the primary interest is how to have 
the most life possible. 
 
If our question is “Is there life after death?” then 
Easter, and its subject matter of “resurrection,” will be 
concerned with what happens after we die. 
 
If our question is “Is there life after birth?” then 
Easter, and its subject matter of “resurrection,” will be 
concerned with what happens while we are living. 
 
Which of the two questions is yours? 
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Resurrection  of  the Lord / Easter [Mark 16:1-8] 

 When I was younger I was taught to read the Easter narratives 
as factual descriptions of an objective, historical event. As I have 
grown older, I have learned to read them metaphorically, as literary 
efforts which illustrate the concept of “resurrection.” The noun 
“resurrection” means: the act of rising from the dead or returning 
to life; the act of bringing back to practice, notice or use. The verb 
“resurrect” means: to bring back to life; to cause (something that 
has ended or been forgotten or lost) to exist again, to be used 
again.” Taking the stories metaphorically shifts the way Easter is 
celebrated. Rather than the focus being on the literal story, and the 
many symbols which have arisen to express it (rabbits, eggs, 
sunrises, spring), the focus falls on noticing the many ways 
resurrection occurs in our internal life in the present. If we have 
this focus the observance of Easter involves resting in God’s 
instigating resurrection in our daily lives, and relying on God’s 
doing so. 
 If we look carefully at the definitions for “resurrection” and 
“resurrect” we realize that the words describe something that is 
easy to observe inwardly and subjectively—life does come from 
the deaths we experience inwardly. Feelings and thoughts that 
have in some way been lost to us, or been forgotten, are offered to 
us again, and become available and operate in us. Love lost is not 
gone forever; the capacity to feel it forms again. Things that are 
important for us to consider, return when we have forgotten them. 
This “resurrecting” happens all the time, although we often 
consider it an inconvenience rather than God’s efforts to keep 
before us the fullness of our own life. 
  There is a tendency to think of resurrection as a “happy 
ending,” which it is not.  God resurrects things that are important 
for us to consider, and that always includes things that have not 
been assimilated and integrated into our experience of ourselves, 
especially difficult things like wounds. So, while some of the time 
what resurrects will be feelings or thoughts or memories that are 
interesting and engaging, at other times what resurrects will be 
things we do not want, and that even alarm us. The word translated 
into English as “alarm” is a Greek word meaning “to astonish 

utterly.” “Astonish” means to fill with sudden wonder and 
amazement; the word suggests overwhelming surprise. What 
resurrects in us often surprises us in that we thought we were 
already done with whatever it is that is being brought to us. Using 
other words from this text, resurrection can also bring “terror” and 
“amazement.” The Greek words translated this way indicate a state 
of mind where we are shaken and bewildered; the Greek indicates 
a “displacement of the mind,” and “to be put out of wits,” 
“astounded.” Bewildered means to be confused or befuddled, such 
that we lose our bearings and are disoriented. God has a way of 
bringing back to life things that disrupt the ordered world we have 
created for ourselves, causing it to tremble and come apart. 
 One part of what is involved in God’s giving us the experience of 
the fullness of our own life, is our being taken on a journey back to 
where we began, to life as it was when we were younger. The 
reference in the text is to Jesus going ahead of the disciples to 
Galilee, the place where they began. The correlate for us is that God 
will take us back through those experiences from our past that need 
to be experienced more consciously than was possible when we 
were young. Resurrection is the way God accomplishes this. 
Elements of our past that need to be revisited are brought back to 
life, so they can be noticed and worked through more effectively, 
making the fullness of our life more available to us. 

 [Jim Robie, 3-29-18, Cycle B, Mark 16:1-8] 
 


